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APPENDIX C 
 

FINAL NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
 

CHEVRON PRODUCTS EL SEGUNDO REFINERY FCCU NOx 
REDUCTION PROJECT 

 
RESPONSE TO COMMENTS 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
This Appendix, together with the Draft Negative Declaration constitutes the Final 
Negative Declaration for the Chevron Products El Segundo Refinery Fluid Catalytic 
Cracking Unit (FCCU) NOx Reduction Project. 
 
The Draft Negative Declaration was circulated for a 30-day public review and comment 
period, which started on February 6, 2007, and ended March 7, 2007.  The Draft Negative 
Declaration is available at the SCAQMD Headquarters located at 21865 Copley Drive, 
Diamond Bar, California 91765 or by phone at (909) 396-2039. 
 
The Draft Negative Declaration included a detailed project description, the environmental 
setting for each environmental resource, and an analysis of each environmental resource 
on the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) checklist including all potentially 
significant environmental impacts.  Based on the Draft Negative Declaration, no 
significant adverse environmental impacts were identified associated with the proposed 
project. 
 

The SCAQMD received three comment letters on the Draft Negative Declaration during 
the public comment period.  Responses to the comment letters are presented in this 
Appendix.  The comments are bracketed and numbered.  The related responses are 
identified with the corresponding number and are included in the following pages.  
Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15073.5(c)(2), recirculation is not necessary since the 
information is provided in response to written comments on the project’s effects does not 
identify any new, avoidable significant effects. 
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COMMENT LETTER NO. 1 
COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 

WORKS 
 
SCAQMD would like to thank the San Bernardino Department of Public Works 
(SBDPW) for their review and comments.  It is noted that the SBDPW has no comments 
regarding the Chevron Products El Segundo Refinery Fluid Catalytic Cracking Unit NOx 
Reduction Project. 
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COMMENT LETTER NO. 2 
NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION 

 
Response 2-1 
 
The SCAQMD notes that the Native American Heritage Commission is the state’s 
Trustee Agency for Native American Cultural Resources. 
 
Response 2-2 
 
The SCAQMD is aware of the requirements of CEQA Guidelines §15064.5 and has 
complied with this section as well as all other relevant CEQA requirements.  As stated on 
pages 2-16 through 2-18 of the Negative Declaration for the Chevron Products El 
Segundo Refinery FCCU NOx Reduction Project, potential significant adverse impacts 
on cultural resources were not anticipated. This conclusion is based on the fact that there 
are no prehistoric or historic cultural resources or paleontological resources within the 
boundaries of the Chevron El Segundo Refinery. 
 
The entire Refinery site has been previously graded and developed.  The larger Refinery 
structures and equipment are supported on concrete foundations.  The remainder of the 
site is unpaved.  Any archaeological or paleontological resources that may have been 
present prior to development of the Refinery are not expected to be found at the site due 
to past disturbance.  In addition, an August 2005 records search indicated that 14 
archaeological investigation have been performed within a 0.5-mile radius of the 
Refinery, including three surveys of small linear areas within the Refinery boundaries.  
No prehistoric sites or Native American sacred lands are recorded within the Refinery 
boundaries or within 0.5-mile radius of the facility.  No paleontological resources are 
known to exist at the facility 
 
If cultural resources were to be encountered unexpectedly during ground disturbance 
associated with construction of the proposed project, proper procedures (i.e., contacting 
professional archaeologist and a Gabrielino/Tongva representative, temporarily halting or 
redirecting disturbance work in vicinity, etc.) will be taken.  Further, the Refinery’s site 
does not contain known paleontological resources and, thus, the proposed project is not 
expected to adversely affect any sites of paleontological value. 
 
Response 2-3 
 
The Chevron Products El Segundo Refinery FCCU NOx Reduction Project is proposed to 
occur within the boundaries of an existing petroleum refinery.  The primary objective of 
this compliance project is to install a SCR unit in the FCCU at the Chevron Products El 
Segundo Refinery.  The site adjacent to the FCCU has been previously disturbed to 
accommodate refinery projects associated with the placement and relocation of 
infrastructure (i.e., underground utilities and piping) and no cultural resources or native 
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American remains were found during these subsurface activities in or surrounding the 
property (i.e., area of potential effect). 
 
Federal state and local historic listings were reviewed along with historic maps.  In 
addition, this background research was supplemented by an internet search for relevant 
historical information.  The research revealed that the listings of the National Register of 
Historic Places, California Historical Landmarks, California State Historic Resources 
Inventory, California Points of Historical Interest, and Los Angeles County Landmarks 
include no properties within the Refinery.  One historic site, P-186856, (that could 
include buildings, structures, objects, districts, and landscapes, the details of which are 
kept confidential to protect the resource) is recorded at the outer edge of the 0.5-mile 
radius and outside of the Refinery boundary.  Because the proposed project activities will 
occur entirely within the existing Refinery boundaries, site P-186856 would not be 
directly or indirectly impacted by the proposed project.  Based on the results of these 
records searches, the proposed project will not cause an adverse change in the 
significance of a resource listed in the California Register of Historical Resources or in a 
local register of historical resources. 
 
As a result, based on historical activities at the site, the proposed project was determined 
to not cause a potential “substantial adverse change in the significance of any historical 
resource” which would require a further evaluation of cultural resources in the draft EIR.  
See also Response 2-2. 
 
Response 2-4 
 
An archaeological inventory survey was not required to be performed for the proposed 
project.  See Responses 2-2 and 2-3 for reasons why a survey was not required. 
 
Response 2-5 
 
As noted in Response 2-2, additional archaeological investigations are not required for 
the Chevron Products El Segundo Refinery, so it is not necessary to contact the Native 
American Heritage Commission. 
 
Response 2-6 
 
As noted in Response 2-2, no previous excavation activities at the facility have 
discovered any cultural or archaeological resources.  Further, as concluded on pages 2-16 
through 2-18 of the Draft Negative Declaration for the Chevron Products El Segundo 
Refinery FCCU NOx Reduction Project, no impacts to cultural resources were 
determined to result from the proposed project.  As a result, no further analysis of cultural 
resources in the Final Negative Declaration are required. 
 
Based on the historical use of the site and the numerous construction activities which 
included subsurface activities, the likelihood of encountering cultural resources is low.  It 
should be noted, however, that construction activities for the proposed projects at the 
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Chevron Products El Segundo Refinery include standard procedures for accidentally 
encountering any archaeological, Native American or cultural resources on-site.  
Compliance with all local, state and federal regulations (and notifications) will occur in 
the event of an accidental discovery of any cultural or historic resources. 
 
Response 2-7 
 
With regard to the potential for discovery of Native American remains, refer to 
Responses 2-2, 2-3 and 2-6. 
 
Response 2-8 
 
As stated on pages 2-16 through 2-18, the Draft Negative Declaration study did not 
identify the presence or likely presence of Native American human remains.  Therefore, 
agreements with Native Americans to assure appropriate treatment of Native American 
human remains are not required unless Native American human remains are discovered 
during site excavation.  The Refinery will keep a record of Native American contacts if 
human remains are discovered.  See also Responses 2-2, 2-3 and 2-6. 
 
Response 2-9 
 
As noted in Responses 2-2 and 2-3, discovery of human remains relative to the proposed 
project is not anticipated.  However, the Chevron Products El Segundo Refinery FCCU 
NOx Reduction Project construction activities will cease to prevent further disturbance if 
human remains are unearthed, until the County Coroner has made the necessary findings 
with respect to origin and disposition, as required by Public Resources Code 5097.98-99 
and Health and Safety Code 7050.5. 
 
Response 2-10 
 
CEQA Guidelines §15370(a) defines avoidance as: “Avoiding the impact altogether by 
not taking a certain action or parts of an action.”  As stated on pages 2-16 through 2-18 of 
the Draft Negative Declaration, the presence or likely presence of Native American 
human remains was not identified as a potential significant impact.  See also Responses 
2-2 and 2-3.  Therefore, it is not necessary to avoid potential impacts to cultural resources 
by not taking a certain action or parts of an action.  However, in the event significant 
cultural resources in the form of Native American human remains are discovered, 
construction activities will cease and Chevron Products will comply with proper federal, 
state and local regulations as described in Response 2-6. 
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COMMENT LETTER NO. 3 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS 

 
Response 3-1 
 
SCAQMD would like to thank SCAG for their review and comments.  The SCAQMD 
understands that SCAG has not comments on the Chevron Products El Segundo Refinery 
Fluid Catalytic Cracking Unit NOx Reduction Project. 


