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MANAGEMENT SUMMARY

At the request of DTE Biomass Energy, John Minch & Associates, Inc. has undertaken a

cultural resources assessment of a proposed 2.5+acre power plant, a 5+acre adjacent improvement

area, approximately 2500 feet of associated power pole alignment and 7200 + feet of water pipeline.

 The project is located in the northern and eastern sections of the Sunshine Canyon Landfill in

Sylmar, Los Angeles County.  The purpose of this study was to identify all potentially significant

cultural resources situated within the project area.

The results of the records search conducted at the South Central Coastal Information Center

at Cal State Fullerton indicated that no prehistoric or historic resources have been recorded within

the boundaries of the study area.  However, although the undertaking lies in an area sensitive for

archaeological resources, none of the previously recorded sites in the near vicinity of the project will

be adversely impacted.  Furthermore, no prehistoric or historic resources of any kind were identified

as a result of the recently completed field investigation.

Although the investigation failed to identify any prehistoric or historic resources within the

boundaries of either the power plant site, improvement area or associated utilities, the project lies

in an area of known sensitivity for archaeological resources.  Therefore, commensurate with Section

5.02 of the Sunshine Canyon Landfill Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Summary, it is

recommended that a professional archaeologist monitor all earth disturbing activities associated with

construction of the power plant, the adjoining improvements and power/water utilities.
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I.  INTRODUCTION

The following report was written for DTE Biomass Energy by John Minch & Associates,

Inc. (JMA).  It describes the results of a Phase I cultural resources assessment for the Sunshine Gas

Producers Renewable Energy Project (SGPREP).  Sunshine Gas Producers (SGP) has proposed to

construct and operate five gas turbine electricity generator sets, LFG compressors, gas treatment

equipment, a project flare, an SGP substation, a water supply pipeline, and a telecom line. 

Additionally, Southern California Edison (SCE) will construct and operate a 66 kV switch yard and

subtransmission line to interconnect the generation facility to SCE=s subtransmission system (Glentis

2011).  The study area is located in the northern reaches of the Sunshine Canyon Landfill in Sylmar,

Los Angeles County.  Specifically, the assessment described herein addresses: 1) the proposed

2.5+acre methane powered electrical generation plant footprint, 2) a 5+ acre improvement area

southeast (downslope) of Flare 8, 3) approximately 2500 feet of associated power pole alignment

(66 kV) and 4) 7200+ feet of water pipeline.

The purpose of this study was to identify all potentially significant cultural resources situated

within the boundaries of the project area.  This information is needed since adoption of the proposed

plan could result in adverse effects upon locations of archaeological or historical importance.  Our

assessment consisted of: (1) a records search conducted to determine whether any previously

recorded historic or prehistoric material is present on the parcel, and (2) a field reconnaissance

intended to identify any previously unrecorded cultural resources.  The study described herein was

conducted in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) as it pertains to

the management of cultural resources.

II.  STUDY AREA LOCATION AND ENVIRONMENT

 Regionally, the study area lies at the northern end of the San Fernando Valley within the

easterly margin of the Santa Susana Mountains, in Sylmar, Los Angeles County.   The Highway 14-

Interstate 5 interchange lies a short distance to the east as does the core of  Sylmar to the southeast.

 More specifically, the project site lies within the northern and eastern margins of the Sunshine

Canyon Landfill owned by Republic Services (Figure 1).  Legally, it is situated in the Northeast 1/4

of Section 23, fractional Section 24, and an unsectioned portion of Township 3 North, Range 16
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Figure 1.  Regional location of the project area as indicated on a portion of the USGS Los Angeles
1:100,000 scale Topographic Map Sheet (1975).
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West, San Bernardino Base Meridian as shown on a portion of the USGS Oat Mountain 7.5'

Topographic Quadrangle (Figure 2).

A.  Power Plant Site

The 2.5+ acre power plant site is somewhat rectangular in shape and lies in an unnamed, 

narrow box canyon (Plate I).  The canyon is situated immediately north of the active landfill

operation within  the overall landfill boundaries.  The site is accessed by means of existing landfill

access roads (Figure 3).  Elevations within the plant site range for a maximum of 1890 feet above

mean sea level at the northwest end to a minimum of 1850 feet at the southeast end.

B.  Improvement Area

The 5+acre improvement area lies just to the west of the power plant site and downslope

from Flare 8 (Figure 4, Plate III:top).  A switchback dirt access road traverses the improvement area.

 As the area is very steep-sided, elevations range from 2050 feet above mean sea level at the north

end near Flare 8 to a to a minimum of approximately 1760 feet at the southwest corner

C.  66kV Power Pole Alignment

The power pole alignment will extend in a southeasterly direction from the southerly end of

the plant site generally following the toe of a steep-sided slope (Plate II).  Toward the southerly end

of the pole alignment, the route turns northeast (upslope) for a short distance where it will join the

existing Southern California Edison (SCE) power line (Figure 4).  The total length of the pole

alignment is approximately 2500 feet.  Elevations along the power pole alignment range from a

maximum of approximately 2000 feet above mean sea level at the tie in point with the SCE line to

a minimum of about 1850 feet where the alignment enters the plant site.

D.  Water Pipeline

The water pipeline route will proceed in a southeasterly direction from the power plant

roughly following an existing dirt service road (Plate III:bottom and Plate IV.).  Near the southerly

end of the route, the pipeline will drop down a rather steep section of terrain where it will intersect

the main landfill entry road (Plate V).  The total length of the water pipeline is approximately 7200
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Figure 2.  Study area plotted on a portion of the Oat Mountain USGS 7.5' Topographic Quadrangle
(1969).
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feet (Figure 4).  Elevations along the pipeline route range from a maximum of approximately 2000

feet above mean sea level at the northerly end (plant site) to minimum of about 1350 feet at the

southerly terminus at San Fernando Road.

Vegetation within the power plant site is very sparse due to landfill activities in the canyon.

 Similarly, most of the pole alignment and water pipeline route lie in areas generally devoid of

vegetation.  However, the southeasterly end of the power alignment, surrounding hillside and

portions of the improvement area are covered with scrub vegetation.  Some of the more readily

identifiable species include sumac, buckwheat, chamise, wild tobacco, dodder, Our Lord=s candle

and various non-native grasses and exotic weeds.  Fauna encountered were limited to ravens, doves

and lizards.  Soils are composed of silty/sandy clay derived from marine siltstone interlaced with

sandstone.  No true bedrock exposures or sources of natural surface water were encountered

anywhere within the boundaries of the proposed plant, improvement area of utility alignments. 

To no surprise, disturbance within this area of the landfill is extensive.  The canyon where

the plant site will be located has been partially graded and filled.  Much of the hillside on the

southwesterly side of the canyon has been cut and re-contoured.  Moreover, an asphalt access road

and a concrete lined, trapezoidal daylight channel presently occupy a portion of the proposed plant

site.

The majority of the proposed improvement area has been previously cut away for landfill

expansion.  The toe of the slope along which the majority of the pole alignment will lie has also been

graded in conjunction with the aforementioned flood control channel.  The water pipeline route also

lies within disturbed ground.  In particular, the slope above the landfill entry road which the

southerly segment of the pipeline route will traverse, has recently been re-graded due to erosion.

III. RECORDS SEARCH

On January 28, 2010, an in-person records search for the project was conducted at the South

Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC) at California State University, Fullerton by Laura S.

White, M.A.   The search entailed a review of all previously recorded archaeological sites and

historic structures situated within a one-mile radius of the project area.  Additionally, the National

Register of Historic Places (NRHP), California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR), California

Historical Landmarks (CHL), California Points of Historical Interest (CPHI), and the California

State Directory of Properties (DOP; aka the Historic Resources Inventory [HRI]) were examined for
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Figure 3.  Conceptional site plan depicting layout of proposed electrical generation plant (30 scale map, reduction
unknown).
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Figure 4.  Project Site Plan (300 scale map, reduction unknown).
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the purpose of identifying any historic properties.

A. Previously Recorded Prehistoric Archaeological Sites Within a One-Mile Radius

The results of the search indicated that five prehistoric archaeological sites have been

recorded within a one-mile radius of the project site.  Of the five sites (19-000816, 19-002369, 19-

002370, 19-002484, and 19-002529), Primary #19-002369 is the closest prehistoric site to the study

area and lies up and over the ridge top to the north/northeast.  All of the prehistoric sites located

within a mile of the project site are briefly described in the following table.

Table 1. Prehistoric Archaeological Sites Located Within a One-Mile Radius.

Primary #/Site
Number

Site Description
Recorder

Status of Site

19-000816/
LAN-816

Sandstone boulder with bedrock
mortar.  Associated material
included fragments of oriental
porcelain and old bottle glass.

C. Meighan (1975) Site could not be
relocated by Clewlow
(1978) or White (1991a).

19-002369/
LAN-2369

Minor resource/processing site
comprising  1 mano, 4 fire-altered
rocks and 4 porcelain sherds.

G. Stickel (1995a) Site surface collected in
1995 (Stickel 1995c).

19-002370/
LAN-2370

Light artifact scatter comprising 7
manos and mano fragments, 1
quartzite scraper, 1 marine shell
fragment, and 7 historic ceramic
sherds (4 of which are porcelain).

G. Stickel (1995b) Site surface collected in
1995 (Stickel 1995d).

19-002484/
LAN-2484

17 granite fragments of a single
metate, 1 marine shell fragment, and
1 piece of charcoal.

G. Stickel (1997a) Site test excavated in
1997 (Stickel 1997b).

19-002529/
LAN-2529

Scatter of chipped stone and ground
stone artifacts including 1 chopper,
1 flaked tool fragment, 2 pieces of
debitage, and 5 manos and mano
fragments.

G. Stickel (1997c) Site test excavated in
1997 (Stickel 1997d).

B. Previously Recorded Historic Archaeological Sites Located Within a One-Mile RadiusThe search

revealed that three historic archaeological sites have been recorded within a one-mile radius of the

study area (19-002069, 19-002105, and 19-002148).  These are all linear features (i.e. segments of

roads, trails, and aqueduct).  All lie more than 3/4-mile to the northeast.  A brief description of each
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site is provided in the table below.

Table 2. Historic Archaeological Sites Located Within a One-Mile Radius.

Primary #/Site
Number Site Description Recorder Status of Site

19-002069/
LAN-2069

Beale=s Cut is a man-made notch
approximately 100 feet deep and 15
feet wide in the top of the San
Fernando Pass.  Also associated with
the pass are the possible remains of
part of a toll road along the
Butterfield Overland Stage Line,
consisting of scattered asphalt on the
southern approach to the notch.

William Hayden (1992) Unknown

19-002105/
LAN-2105

Part of the Los Angeles Aqueduct
(constructed between 1907-1913)
comprising mostly buried concrete
siphon crossing the canyon; above-
grade concrete housing with access
gate at the south end of the canyon
for the maintenance of the siphon;
concrete lined tunnel through the
mountain; concrete creek channel
faced with local random river rock.

A. Cole, D. McDowell, and
D. Shelton (1992)

Unknown

19-002148/
LAN-2148

Cuesta Viejo Trail.  This 1850s road
wound from the San Fernando
Mission in a northwesterly direction
to the base of the Santa Susana
mountain range to the west of the
present Grapevine Canyon. It then
ascended from the foot of the present
old Sierra highway in a northeasterly
direction up the mountain, turned
north almost at the crest of the ridge,
crossed the grassy plateau in Section
18, Range 15.

R. Sheets and A. Cole (1993) Unknown

C.  Heritage Properties

A review of the listing of California Historical Landmarks (CHL) indicates that one such

resource lies a mile from the project site.  CHL-1006 (Beale=s Cut Stagecoach Pass) has been

recorded adjacent to Sierra Highway one mile to the northeast of the study area.  The SCCIC records

reference the resource location as Primary # 19-186552 as well as historic archaeological site LAN-

2069 (19-002069).  The official description of the site is as follows:
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Beale=s Cut is the only physical and cultural feature of its
kind in the entire Los Angeles Basin.  At the time of its construction
in 1862, the actual creation and maintenance of the Cut was
considered a significant technological and physical feat consisting of
breaching the formal impassible geographic barrier of the San Gabriel
and Santa Susana Mountain ranges.  General Edward F. Beale is
attributed with the construction of a toll road across the mountains.
Beale=s Cut was also used as a favorite film-making location by
pioneer film maker, David Wark Griffith, and others.  (Intersection
of Sierra Highway and Clampitt Road, Santa Clarita; Office of
Historic Preservation 1996:111).  

No other National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), California Register of Historical Resources

(CRHR), or California Points of Historical Interest (CPHI) properties lie within a mile of the project

site. The California State Directory of Properties (DOP) failed to list any historic buildings or

structures in this area as having been previous evaluated for historical significance.

D. Previous Surveys

The records search indicated that study area has been previously surveyed for cultural

resources. It was initially surveyed by the Archaeological Survey at the University of California, Los

Angeles in 1975 and 1978 in conjunction with investigations of the landfill (Clewlow 1978).

Subsequent cultural resources assessments of the project area were conducted by John Minch &

Associates, Inc. in the 1990s (Stickel 1994; Minch and Stickel 1997).

E. Recent Survey

In July, 2011 Chambers Group, Inc., on behalf of Southern California Edison Company

(SCE), conducted a cultural resources assessment atop the ridge immediately east of the study area.

 SCE has proposed an access road restoration program and utility pole replacement project along

the ridgetop (Glentis 2011).  Utility poles to be replaced included three wooden poles (#=s

4320812E, 4320813E, and 4320814E) located along the project access road on the Chatsworth-Mac

Neil-Newhall-San Fernando 66kV distribution circuit.

An intensive pedestrian survey of the Area of Potential Impact (API) was performed by SCE

consulting archaeologist Dionisios Glentis on June 28, 2011.  It included a 4,340-foot section of

existing SCE utility access road and the three utility pole locations.  A buffer area of 100-feet (30
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meters) was utilized on either side of the access road as well as around the individual utility poles.

 Where possible, the survey was conducted using transects spaced at 10-meter intervals.   Areas of

relatively steep slopes (greater than 40 degrees) were observed from a safe, feasible distance. 

Surface visibility was generally poor (15-25%) primarily on the rugged slopes.

The results of the assessment were negative.  Despite a thorough inspection, neither CA-

LAN-2369/H or LAN-2370/H could be relocated.  Furthermore, no cultural resources of any kind

were found within the API.  Therefore, no additional mitigative measures were recommended.

IV. HISTORIC MAP RESEARCH

In addition to the records search, supplementary archival research included a review of early

USGS topographic maps of the landfill property.  These included the 1903 Santa Susana 15= USGS

Sheet, 1941 Santa Susana 15' Quadrangle (War Department, U.S. Army, Corps of Engineer), and

the 1952 Oat Mountain 7.5= USGS Topographic Quadrangle.  All three maps failed to show any

structures or man-made features within the project area.  Consequently, it appears that historically,

the study area has always comprised vacant land.

V. LAND PATENTS

A review of land patents of file with the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) in Sacramento

indicated that several patents have been recorded within Section 24, Township 3 North, Range 16

West.  Initially, portions of Section 24 were part of the 11,6771.466 acre Ex- Mission San Fernando

land grant.  This land was issued to Eulogio Decelis on January 8, 1873 by authority of the Spanish-

Mexican Grant Act of March 3, 1851 (9 Stat. 631).  This information is filed with the BLM as

Document # PLC 410 and Accession/Serial # CACAAA 074583.

BLM records also indicate that two other individuals (Charles R. Rinaldi and Arthur

Weldon) were issued land patents within Section 24 ranging in size between 130-150 acres.  On

April 28, 1887, Charles R. Rinaldi received a patent for a Sale-Cash Entry (Document No. 1693;

Accession/Serial No. CACAAA 075666).  Arthur Weldon was issued a Homestead Entry patent on

March 17, 1892 (Document No. 1451; Accession/Serial No. CACAAA 075679) by authority of the

Original Homestead Entry Act dated May 20, 1862 (12 Stat. 392). 
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VI. SACRED LANDS FILE CHECK

In response to the Notice of Preparation, the Native American Heritage Commission

(NAHC) requested that a sacred lands file check be undertaken for the project.  On  January 29,

2010, a Sacred Lands File Check for the project area was requested by Ms. Laura S. White, M.A.

 The search was conducted on February 1, 2010 by Mr. Dave Singleton, Program Analyst for the

Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) in Sacramento.  The results of the search indicated

that no sacred Native American sites have been recorded within the boundaries of the study area (see

Appendix A).

A second Sacred Lands File Check for the project was initiated by Mr. Jeffrey Inabinet,

CEQA Section Planner, with the South Coast Air Quality Management District.  A response from

Dave Singleton on  June 7, 2011 indicated that no sacred site had been recorded within the landfill

 boundaries.   

VII.  NATIVE AMERICAN SCOPING

In order to learn more about the potential archaeological sensitivity of the project area,

letters of inquiry (dated February 1, 2010 and August 14, 2011) were sent to Native American

individuals and groups included on the two NAHC contact lists (Appendix B).  To date, no written

responses have been received.  The results of follow-up phone calls are presented in separate Phone

Logs in Appendix B.

VIII. FIELD RECONNAISSANCE

A field reconnaissance of the study area were conducted by Laura S. White, M.A. (Principal

Investigator, RPA), Robert S. White (surveyor) and Richard Guttenberg (surveyor) on March 14,

2010 and August 26, 2011.  The survey of the power plant site began at the southeasterly end and

proceeded in a northwesterly direction.  Surface visibility in the canyon was excellent (90-100%)

due to recent construction activities.  Where practical, the pedestrian survey was conducted by

walking parallel transects spaced at 5-meter intervals across the plant site. When obstacles such as

the aforementioned flood control channel rendered parallel transects impractical, meandering

transects were employed.

The field survey of the power pole alignment was conducted in a similar manner.  The

reconnaissance began at the southerly end of the plant site and proceeded in a southeasterly



13

direction.  A 100-foot wide corridor was employed for purposes of the field reconnaissance.  As the

slope at the southeasterly end of the alignment was too steep for parallel transects, meandering

transects were employed.  Surface visibility over the majority of the power pole alignment also

approached 90-100%.  However, upon the slope at the southeasterly end of the alignment, surface

visibility varied between 50-100% depending on the density of the low-lying vegetation.

Due to the steepness of the slope faces, the assessment of the improvement area concentrated

on the northern portion near Flare 8 and the southerly toe of the slope (Plate III).  Meandering

transects were employed in these areas.  Surface visibility varied between 10 and 100% depending

on the density of the brushy ground cover.

The water pipeline route was examined by walking tightly spaced transects from north to

south and then from south to north.  A 100-foot wide corridor was employed for purposes of the

field reconnaissance.  Visibility along the entire route was excellent, approaching 100% due to on-

going construction and landfill activities.  By employing these techniques, a thorough field

reconnaissance of the plant site, improvement area and utility alignments was accomplished.

IX. FINDINGS

The records search failed to indicate the presence of any recorded prehistoric or historic

resources within the boundaries of the power plant, improvement area, power pole alignment or

water pipeline alignment.  Neither of the two surviving archaeological sites in the near vicinity of

the project (Primary # 19-002369 [LAN-2369] and Primary # 19-002370 [LAN-2370]) will be

adversely impacted by the undertaking.  Furthermore, no prehistoric or historic resources of any kind

were identified as a result of the recently completed field investigation.

X.  RECOMMENDATIONS

Although the investigation failed to identify any prehistoric or historic resources within the

footprint of the power plant site, improvement area or associated utility alignments, the project lies

in an area of known sensitivity for archaeological resources.  Therefore, commensurate with Section

5.02 of the Sunshine Canyon Landfill Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Summary, it is

recommended that a professional archaeologist monitor the rough grading activities associated with

construction of the power plant and power pole alignment.  Section 5.02 states:
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An archaeologist and paleontologist will be on-site during major
infrastructure work which requires significant excavation, In the
event that archaeological and paleontological resources are
discovered during grading or excavation, the archaeologist and/or
paleontologist shall be allowed to redirect grading away from the area
of exposed fossils to allow sufficient time for inspection, evaluation
and recovery (Los Angeles County 2006 [Section 5 of Findings
C#62]).
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Plate I.  Top: Looking southeast down canyon across proposed electrical plant site.  Bottom:
Looking northwest up canyon across proposed electrical plant site.
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Plate II.  Top: Looking southeast along proposed power pole alignment from plant site.  Bottom:
Looking northwest across power pole alignment from midway point along route.
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Plate III.  Top: Northerly view of improvement area below Flare 8.  Bottom: Looking southeast
along pipeline route from a point south of concrete retention basin.
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Plate IV.  Top: Southerly view of central portion of water pipeline route located along easterly edge
of landfill access road.  Bottom: Downslope view of southerly section of pipeline route.
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Plate V.  Top: Looking northeast (upslope) from landfill entry road at southerly section of pipeline
route.  Bottom: Easterly view along landfill access road toward southern terminus of pipeline.
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Appendix B: Native American Correspondence



Sample of Letter of Inquiry as sent to Native Americans in February of 2010



Sample of Letter of Inquiry as sent to Native Americans in August of 2011



Native American Phone Log Summary
 (in response to February 1, 2010 letter of inquiry)

CALLER CONTACT DATE TIME RESULT

Robert Dorame Laura White 02/09/10 3:30 p.m. Mr. Dorame said he would provide a
written response in the near future.  To
date, no response has been received.

Laura White Cindi Alvitre 04/14/10 2:30 p.m. Ms. Alvitre said that the project lay
outside of her geographical area of
interest.

Anthony Morales Laura White 02/09/10 4:30 p.m. Mr. Morales stated that he was
concerned for the natural habitat and
recommended that the project be
monitored by a Native American.

Robert White John Tommy Rosas 04/14/10 2:15 p.m. No answer.

Laura White Sam Dunlap 04/14/10 2:50 p.m. No answer.  Left message to return
call.

Laura White Bernie Acuna 04/14/10 2:48 p.m. No answer.  Left message to return
call.

Laura White Linda Candelaria 04/14/10 2:45 p.m No answer.  Left message to return
call.



Native American Phone Log Summary
 (in response to August 14, 2011 letter of inquiry)

CALLER CONTACT DATE TIME RESULT

Laura White Charlie Cooke 09/15/11 3:00 p.m. No answer.  Left message to return
call.

Laura White Beverly Folkes 09/15/11 3:05 p.m. No answer.  Left message to return
call.

Laura White William Gonzales 09/15/11 3:10 p.m. Secretary gave me his voice mail.  Left
message to return call.

Laura White Ron Andrade 09/15/11 3:30 p.m. No answer.  Left message.

Laura White Delia Dominguez 09/15/11 3:35 p.m. No answer. Left message to return call.

Laura White John Valenzuela 09/15/11 3:40 p.m. Tribal Office phone number
disconnected.  Left message on cell
phone to call.

Laura White Randy Guzman 09/15/11 3:45 p.m. Proceed with caution.  If something is
found during monitoring please notify
him.

Laura White Ann Brierty 09/15/11 3:52 p.m. Secretary gave me her voice mail.
Left message to return call.

Robert White John Tommy Rosas 09/15/11 3:55 p.m No answer.
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